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Guide to Atlas of Foreign-born Populations 
 
Purpose: This atlas has 4 map series and 2 tables created from the American Community Survey 
(ACS) 2005-2009 summary results which describe the origins, and English-speaking ability of 
foreign-born populations. All maps show data at the census tract level. 
 
Map series: 
 

1. Place of Birth 
2. Language Spoken at Home 
3. Speak English Less Than “Very Well” 
4. Linguistic Isolation  

 
Tables 
 

1. Birthplace (Country), among Foreign-born Population 
2. Language Spoken at Home by English-speaking Ability 

 
 

Map Helpful hint: If labels obscure an area you wish to view, you can turn them off. Go to 
View > Navigation Panels > Layers. Click the (+) symbol next to “Main Map” and then click 
the (+) symbol next to “Labels”. Toggle off the eyeball symbol for “Sub-Regional Area 
(SRA)” – Default. 
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Guide to the selected results from the American Community Survey 2005-2009  
 
The 2005-2009 ACS 5-year estimates are based on data collected between January 2005 and 
December 2009 (during calendar years 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009).  
 

 Published for small geographic areas (census tracts in the maps) 
 Represent the average characteristics over the 5-year period of time  
 Have larger sample size than the 1-year and 3-year estimates  
 Are less current than the 1-year and 3-year estimates 

The information following is from the ACS Documentation files, additional details and 
limitations of the data can be found here: 

 
http://www.socialexplorer.com/pub/reportdata/DocBrowser.aspx?survey=ACS2009_5yr&sec
=664c13dc-be27-4b13-a623-a056a5544f47&header=True#49c50f3e-d042-4830-b8b1-
4e1b8c6bf69c 
 

Place of Birth (Among Foreign-Born) 
 

The foreign-born population includes anyone who was not a U.S. citizen at birth. This includes 
respondents who indicated they were a U.S. citizen by naturalization or not a U.S. citizen. The 
foreign-born population is shown by selected area, country, or region of birth. The places of birth 
shown in data products were chosen based on the number of respondents who reported that area 
or country of birth.  

 
Language Spoken at Home 

 
Data on language spoken at home were derived from answers to the 2008 American Community 
Survey Questions 14a and 14b. These questions were asked only of persons 5 years of age and 
older. Instructions mailed with the American Community Survey questionnaire instructed 
respondents to mark "Yes" on Question 14a if they sometimes or always spoke a language other 
than English at home, and "No" if a language was spoken only at school - or if speaking was 
limited to a few expressions or slang. For Question 14b, respondents printed the name of the 
non-English language they spoke at home. If the person spoke more than one non-English 
language, they reported the language spoken most often. If the language spoken most frequently 
could not be determined, the respondent reported the language learned first.  

 
Ability to Speak English 
Respondents Ability to Speak English. Respondents who reported speaking a language other 
than English were asked to indicate their English-speaking ability based on one of the following 
categories: "Very well", "Well", "Not well", or "Not at all. 
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Linguistic Isolation (Household) 
A linguistically isolated household was one in which all adults had some limitation in 
communicating English. A household was classified as "linguistically isolated" if, (1) No 
household member age 14 years and over spoke only English, and (2) No household member age 
14 years and over who spoke another language spoke English "Very well". All members of a 
linguistically isolated household were tabulated as linguistically isolated, including members 
under 14 years old who may have spoken only English. 
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Map Series: Place of Birth 
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Emergency Medical Services. Contact: Isabel Corcos or 
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Birthplace Total % Birthplace Total % 
Total 677,292              100.0
Mexico 324,410              47.9 Greece 973     0.1
Philippines 88,080                13.0 Hungary 888     0.1
Vietnam 31,753                4.7 Bulgaria 818     0.1
China 25,046                3.7 Jordan 796     0.1
China (excluding HongKong, Taiwan) 16,238                2.4 Venezuela 791     0.1
Canada 14,046                2.1 Nicaragua 752     0.1
Korea 12,931                1.9 Morocco 683     0.1
India 12,566                1.9 Serbia 680     0.1
Japan 10,865                1.6 Syria 673     0.1
Germany 9,062                  1.3 Sudan 629     0.1
Iraq 9,056                  1.3 Denmark 617     0.1
Iran 8,916                  1.3 CostaRica 613     0.1
England 6,914                  1.0 Norway 568     0.1
Taiwan 6,002                  0.9 Bolivia 554     0.1
Laos 5,165                  0.8 SaudiArabia 546     0.1
Guatemala 4,817                  0.7 Austria 505     0.1
Russia 4,731                  0.7 Malaysia 499     0.1
Italy 4,346                  0.6 DominicanRepublic 491     0.1
ElSalvador 3,851                  0.6 TrinidadandTobago 478     0.1
Brazil 3,566                  0.5 Belgium 468     0.1
Cambodia 2,997                  0.4 Uruguay 459     0.1
Thailand 2,976                  0.4 Guyana 457     0.1
France 2,904                  0.4 Burma 440     0.1
HongKong 2,806                  0.4 Bangladesh 434     0.1
Poland 2,719                  0.4 Singapore 428     0.1
Peru 2,636                  0.4 Belize 398     0.1
SouthAfrica 2,591                  0.4 Armenia 385     0.1
Honduras 2,461                  0.4 Belarus 380     0.1
Colombia 2,350                  0.3 Nigeria 371     0.1
Afghanistan 2,235                  0.3 BosniaandHerzegovina 365     0.1
Ukraine 1,996                  0.3 Uzbekistan 346     0.1
Australia 1,899                  0.3 Fiji 334     0.0
Argentina 1,787                  0.3 Eritrea 315     0.0
Yugoslavia 1,735                  0.3 SriLanka 301     0.0
Sweden 1,651                  0.2 Croatia 299     0.0
Indonesia 1,646                  0.2 Moldova 226     0.0
Lebanon 1,623                  0.2 Lithuania 216     0.0
Cuba 1,606                  0.2 Ghana 199     0.0
Ireland 1,554                  0.2 Macedonia 198     0.0
Netherlands 1,526                  0.2 Haiti 196     0.0
Spain 1,510                  0.2 Latvia 193     0.0
Israel 1,486                  0.2 Kuwait 177     0.0
Turkey 1,401                  0.2 Nepal 176     0.0
Panama 1,393                  0.2 Albania 153     0.0
Ethiopia 1,362                  0.2 Liberia 132     0.0
Chile 1,291                  0.2 Kazakhstan 120     0.0
Scotland 1,250                  0.2 SierraLeone 94       0.0
Romania 1,235                  0.2 Dominica 66       0.0
Pakistan 1,162                  0.2 Cameroon 62       0.0
Jamaica 1,155                  0.2 Barbados 62       0.0
Portugal 1,151                  0.2 Grenada 59       0.0
Egypt 1,139                  0.2 Bahamas 56       0.0
Ecuador 1,086                  0.2 Yemen 19       0.0
Kenya 1,037                  0.2 StVincentandtheGrenadines 17       0.0
Switzerland 1,001                  0.1 CapeVerde -     0.0

Birthplace (Country), among Foreign-born Population
American Community Survey, 2005-2009
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Language Spoken at Home Total % 
English Spoken Very Well, 

by Language Spoken at Home Total % 
English Spoken Less Than Very Well, 

by Language Spoken at Home Total % 
Column totals 977,966        100.0      Column totals 546,196        100.0      Column totals 431,770       100.0      
SpanishorSpanishCreole 660,843        67.6       SpanishorSpanishCreole 358,622        65.7       SpanishorSpanishCreole 302,221       70.0       
Tagalog 81,158          8.3         Tagalog 50,013          9.2         Tagalog 31,145         7.2         
Chinese 35,067          3.6         Chinese 17,993          3.3         Vietnamese 21,700         5.0         
Vietnamese 34,085          3.5         Vietnamese 12,385          2.3         Chinese 17,074         4.0         
Korean 12,780          1.3         German 9,709            1.8         Korean 6,936           1.6         
Japanese 11,705          1.2         FrenchinclPatoisCajun 8,807            1.6         Japanese 5,942           1.4         
German 11,480          1.2         Arabic 6,741            1.2         Persian 4,746           1.1         
Persian 11,326          1.2         Persian 6,580            1.2         Arabic 4,176           1.0         
Arabic 10,917          1.1         Korean 5,844            1.1         Russian 3,962           0.9         
FrenchinclPatoisCajun 10,732          1.1         Japanese 5,763            1.1         Africanlanguages 3,738           0.9         
OtherPacificIslandlanguages 9,089            0.9         OtherPacificIslandlanguages 5,728            1.0         OtherPacificIslandlanguages 3,361           0.8         
Africanlanguages 8,729            0.9         Italian 5,113            0.9         Otherandunspecifiedlanguages 3,194           0.7         
Russian 8,551            0.9         Africanlanguages 4,991            0.9         Laotian 3,012           0.7         
Italian 6,821            0.7         Russian 4,589            0.8         MonKhmerCambodian 2,145           0.5         
Otherandunspecifiedlanguages 6,196            0.6         PortugueseorPortugueseCreole 4,384            0.8         FrenchinclPatoisCajun 1,925           0.4         
PortugueseorPortugueseCreole 5,953            0.6         OtherAsianlanguages 3,909            0.7         German 1,771           0.4         
OtherAsianlanguages 5,507            0.6         Hindi 3,357            0.6         Italian 1,708           0.4         
Laotian 5,104            0.5         Otherandunspecifiedlanguages 3,002            0.5         OtherAsianlanguages 1,598           0.4         
MonKhmerCambodian 4,187            0.4         OtherIndiclanguages 2,921            0.5         PortugueseorPortugueseCreole 1,569           0.4         
Hindi 3,967            0.4         OtherIndoEuropeanlanguages 2,380            0.4         Thai 1,136           0.3         
OtherIndiclanguages 3,894            0.4         Scandinavianlanguages 2,203            0.4         OtherIndiclanguages 973              0.2         
OtherIndoEuropeanlanguages 3,301            0.3         Laotian 2,092            0.4         SerboCroatian 921              0.2         
Polish 2,820            0.3         MonKhmerCambodian 2,042            0.4         OtherIndoEuropeanlanguages 921              0.2         
SerboCroatian 2,783            0.3         Polish 2,019            0.4         Polish 801              0.2         
Scandinavianlanguages 2,712            0.3         OtherWestGermaniclanguages 1,982            0.4         Gujarati 646              0.1         
OtherWestGermaniclanguages 2,308            0.2         SerboCroatian 1,862            0.3         Hindi 610              0.1         
Greek 2,291            0.2         Greek 1,855            0.3         OtherSlaviclanguages 566              0.1         
OtherSlaviclanguages 2,261            0.2         OtherSlaviclanguages 1,695            0.3         Scandinavianlanguages 509              0.1         
Thai 2,105            0.2         Gujarati 1,358            0.2         Armenian 509              0.1         
Gujarati 2,004            0.2         Hebrew 1,323            0.2         Greek 436              0.1         
Hebrew 1,584            0.2         Urdu 992               0.2         Hmong 369              0.1         
Urdu 1,288            0.1         Thai 969               0.2         Hungarian 365              0.1         
Armenian 1,247            0.1         Armenian 738               0.1         OtherWestGermaniclanguages 326              0.1         
Hungarian 1,025            0.1         Hungarian 660               0.1         Urdu 296              0.1         
Hmong 925               0.1         Hmong 556               0.1         Hebrew 261              0.1         
OtherNativeNorthAmericanlanguages 610               0.1         OtherNativeNorthAmericanlanguages 539               0.1         FrenchCreole 87                0.0         
Yiddish 264               0.0         Yiddish 220               0.0         OtherNativeNorthAmericanlanguages 71                0.0         
FrenchCreole 232               0.0         FrenchCreole 145               0.0         Yiddish 44                0.0         
Navajo 115               0.0         Navajo 115               0.0         Navajo -               0.0         

Language Spoken at Home by English-speaking Ability
American Community Survey 2005-2009
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